HC: Don't make retirees run from pillar-to-
post for benefits
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Jaipur, May 4 (PTI) The Rajasthan High Court has criticised the bureaucratic approach
of government officials in releasing retirement benefits.

The single judge bench said the benefits must be given timely, without making the
retirees run from pillar to post.

Justice Ajay Rastogi in a detailed order said the typical bureaucratic mindset of
government officials needs to change.

The order came on a writ petition filed by Shakuntla Sharma, wife of a former Chief
Engineer-cum-additional secretary who retired from the service in 1969.

The officer stopped getting pension after September, 1971 without any reason.

"The government failed to show why the pension has been stopped and only lame
excuses have been given which shows that the government officials who are in service
have no respect for retired persons,” observed Justice Rastogi.

The court added a note of caution, observing, "those in service today must remember
that they will also retire in time to come...this court records its displeasure with this

bureaucratic approach of not granting due benefits."

The court directed the state government to release the pension of the deceased husband
of the petitioner from October 1971 with an interest of 9 per cent per annum.
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